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Renowned historian, eru-
dite " scholar, biographer
and reputed columnist Dr
Ramachandra Guha Sun-
day said that patriotism,
like charity and democra-
¢y, begins at home and that
it should be substantial,

non-symbolic, compas-

saonate more humane and

more dignified and should
_not be reduced to singing
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the national anthem.

Guha was addressing as
the chief guest on the oc-
casion of the 8oth and 8ist
Award Convocation 2017 at
the Birla Institute of Tech-
nology and Science (BITS)

K K Birla Goa campus in
the presence of Vice Chan-
cellor BITS Pilani Souvik
Bhattacharyya, director R
Raghurama and registrar S
S Sivasubramaniam.

In his inspiring convo-
cation address, Dr Guha
highlighted the cultural,
linguistic and religious di-
versity as the hallmark of
our nation. He also point-
ed out that the greatness
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~of Indla has emanated
- from its civilisation depth
and me rich tradition of
‘ ‘-racy Dr Guha said
‘that sustenance of linguis-
tic and religious pluralism
~is absolutely crucial not
- only for the survival of In-
 dian democracy but also
for the growth of Indian
economy.
He recalled that in 1920,
Mahatma Gandhi prom-
_ised to have a linguistic
state after ‘independence
and because of the same,
India has now survived.
aid that Pakistan was
fed on the basis of re-
i but was divided
the basis of language.
king about Sri Lanka,
uha said that Sri Lanka
5 an impressiVe dem‘o-

-

to be deeply married with
diversity. “Apart from Sri
Lanka, India is the only
country in the post-coloni-
al world which has consist-
ently held regular free and
fair elections since Inde-
pendence,” he said.
Speaking about the dif-
ference between Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru and Ma-
hatma Gandhi over eco-
nomic policies in the

- country, Dr Guha said that

both these leaders were
united for their absolute
commitment to religious
and linguistic plurality. He
said that as patriotism and
nationalism indicate love
towards one’s country and
hatred towards another’s
country, respectively, it
therefore appears that peo-
ple are living in a danger
zone by confronting the
truth and substituting true
patriotism with vulgar na-
ﬁonﬂismy “§
Dr Guha said that India
has created a world record
time dming general

be much more above elec-
tions. Giving a recent ex-
ample, Dr Guha said that
the Election Commission
has proved last week dur-
ing the Gujarat Rajya Sabha
election that it was com-
petent, transparent and a
non-corrupt institution.

Dr Guha said that the
greatness of India has ema-
nated from our civilisation
depth and the rich tradi-
tion of democracy. He also
said that Indian civilisa-
tion is deeply spiritual and
contains  philosophical,
artistic and musical tradi-
tion. “India lives simulta-
neously in the 12th century
and the 21st century and all
the centuries in between,”
said Dr Guha.

Sharing his experience,
Dr Guha said that in his
younger days, he visited
eight states of the coun-
try including Kerala, Ma-
harashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Gujarat and Bengal in or-
der to see the diversity. “1
found surprises, smw
Nmttom anrinh )
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Muslims, Sikhs, Parsis and
Jains,” said Dr Guha. He
said that religious and lin-
guistic diversity in India is
something extraordinary.
He said that Indian curren-
cy is written in 17 different
languages and 17 different
scripts. He also made refer-
ences to ecological diver-
sities which are of utmost
importance to study the
highest mountains, de-
serts, diverse coastlines.
He also said that techno-
logical diversity is impor-
tant, as BITS is connected
to technology and science.
Vice Chancellor of BITS
Pilani Bhattacharyya read
out the message of Chan-
cellor of BITS Pilani Dr Ku-
mar Mangalam Birla and
urged the gnduanng stu-
dents to be innovative and
disruptive for being cre
m He pomted out
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